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THE GAP 

2015 
 

0.5% of catchment population 
10% of GIM take 

7% of ED attendances 
 

40% left before seen 
Readmission x3 

 
Behaviour, security, cost 

Lack of discharge options 
0% 

2015 
 

Community services under 
strain 

Poor communication 
Poor access to OPD 

Poor patient experiences 
Poor outcomes 

0% 



 
36  
 
Alcohol dependance syndrome, alcoholic liver 
disease, cirrhosis, cardiomyopathy.  
Sundial 
Upper GI bleeds, hyponatraemia, resistant ascites. 
  
2013-2015: 
18 ED attendances 
153 inpatient bed days (in isolation due to ESBL GNB 
carriage) 
2 ICU admissions  
40,000 euros blood products 

130,500 
 

Outcome: RIP age 36 
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  Housed Homeless 

1 Hypertension (16%) Opiate dependence (33%) 

2 Atrial fibrillation (8%) Chronic HCV (31%) 

3 Ischaemic heart disease (5%) Alcohol dependence (29%) 

4 Alcohol dependence (5%) Epilepsy/seizures (15%) 

5 T2DM (5%) HIV (12%) 

6 COPD/asthma (5%) COPD/asthma (10%) 

7 Chronic HCV (4%) Cirrhosis (8%) 

8 Opiate dependence (4%) Recurrent depressive disorder (7%) 

9 UTI (4%) Vascular disease (5%) 

10 AKI (4%) Hypertension (4%) 



 



VISION OF A BRIDGE 

2016 
 

Liaison Nurse 
 

Dedicated inpatient team 
 

Weekly MDT with community 
partners 

 
Channels of communication 

 
PIE 

Dedicate0% 

2016 
 

Homeless Hospital Discharge 
Protocol 

 
DRHE 

 
Outreach clinic 

0% 





 ‘rather than vainly attempting to make the 
patients appropriate to the service, (we) should 
concentrate on making the service more 
appropriate to the patient.’ 

(Murphy, 1998) 



Fitzpatrick et al, Urban Studies,, 2010 









Austin O’Carroll and Kieran Harkin, SafetyNet 
 
Ann Marie Lawlee, Una Geary, Colm Bergin, Sinead McGarry, Siobhán 

Donnelly, Sharon O’Hara, Declan Byrne, Una Kennedy, Darragh 
Shiels,  SJH Pathways Project 

 
NDCGP, Partnership for Health Equity 
 
Zana Khan and Pathways 
 
Faculty for Homelessness and Inclusion Health, UK 
 
 
 
 
Images from Ana Liffey Development Plan; Alan Betson, Irish Times;  
 


